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queen science which holds the key of all the rest It
carries back its hypotheses to the very first principle of
all in order to establish them firmly. Finding the eye of
the soul absolutely buried in a swamp of barbarous ignor-
ance, it gently draws and raises it upwards, employing
as handmaids in this work of revolution the arts which
we have discussed/ 'The dialectician is he who takes
thoughtful account of the essence of each thing. As far as
a person hasmo just account to give to himself and to
others, so far he fails to exercise pure reason on the
subject.' ' Unless a person can strictly define by a pro-
cess of thought the essential form of the good, abstracted
from everything else ; and unless he can fight his way
as it were through all objections, studying to disprove
them, not by the rules of opinion but by those of real
existence, and unless in all these conflicts he travels to
his conclusion without making one false step in his
train of thought, unless he does all this, shall you not
assert that he knows not the essence of good, nor any
other good thing, and that any phantom of it which he
may chance 4o apprehend is the fruit of opinion and not
of science, and that hfc dreams and sleeps away his
present life, and never wakes on this side of that future
world in which he is doomed to sleep for ever/ The
fifteen years of training in sciences and dialectics are to
be followed, in Plato's scheme, by fifteen more years of
public service. To \tse the words of Mr. Nettleship,1
4 Not till he ha«s passed through this trial, and shown
himself foremost both in action and knowledge, is he to
be made " to turn the eye of his soul upward, and look
on the very good itself which is the universal source of
light/' Then at last the world will be open before his
mind, ordered and intelligible, connected and pervaded
1 Helknica, p. 179.

